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MICHAEL CURTIZ A LIFE IN FILM Reference

Michael Curtiz: A Life in Film

Michael Curtiz, a name synonymous with classic Hollywood cinema, remains one of the most
influential and prolific directors in the history of film. His career spanned over four decades, during
which he crafted timeless masterpieces that continue to captivate audiences worldwide. From his
early days in Hungary to his legendary status in Hollywood, Curtiz's life in film is a testament to
creativity, resilience, and cinematic innovation.

Early Life and Background of Michael Curtiz

Birth and Origins

Michael Curtiz was born as Manó Kaminsky on December 24, 1886, in Budapest, Hungary. Coming
from a modest Jewish family, his early years were marked by a keen interest in the arts and
storytelling.

Introduction to Theater and Film

Curtiz's initial foray into the entertainment industry began with theater productions in Hungary. His
talent for directing and storytelling soon caught the attention of local film studios, paving the way for
his move into cinema.

Migration to America

In the late 1920s, Curtiz emigrated to the United States, seeking broader opportunities in Hollywood.
His European background and diverse experience made him an adaptable and innovative director,
ready to shape the burgeoning American film industry.

Rise to Prominence in Hollywood

Early Works and Transition to Sound Films

Curtiz's early Hollywood career involved directing silent films and quickly transitioning to talkies. His
expertise in visual storytelling and pacing set him apart during this transformative period in cinema
history.

Breakthrough with "The Adventures of Robin Hood"
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While Curtiz directed numerous films in the 1930s and 1940s, his 1938 film "The Adventures of
Robin Hood" starring Errol Flynn became a landmark adventure film, showcasing his flair for action,
color cinematography, and dynamic storytelling.

Establishing a Signature Style

Curtiz was known for his versatility?ranging from musicals and adventure films to dramas and noir.
His ability to craft compelling narratives was complemented by innovative cinematography and a
keen sense of pacing.

Most Iconic Films and Achievements

Notable Films Directed by Michael Curtiz

- Casablanca (1942): Perhaps his most celebrated work, this romantic drama is renowned for its
memorable quotes, complex characters, and timeless appeal.

- White Christmas (1954): A beloved musical that became a holiday classic.
- The Sea Hawk (1940): An adventurous pirate film showcasing Curtiz's mastery of action

sequences.
- Captain Blood (1935): A swashbuckling adventure that established Errol Flynn as a Hollywood

star.
- Mildred Pierce (1945): A film noir drama that earned Joan Crawford an Academy Award.

Major Awards and Recognition

- Curtiz received multiple Academy Award nominations and won the Oscar for Best Director for
Casablanca in 1943.

- His films consistently received critical acclaim and commercial success, cementing his
reputation as one of Hollywood's premier directors.

The Artistic Style and Techniques of Michael Curtiz

Visual Composition and Cinematography

Curtiz was known for his innovative use of lighting and camera angles. His background in European
theater and film influenced his dynamic compositions and attention to detail.

Use of Color and Lighting
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He utilized Technicolor effectively, particularly in films like The Adventures of Robin Hood, bringing
vibrant, lush visuals to life that enhanced storytelling.

Narrative Pacing and Character Development

Curtiz's films often balanced fast-paced action with deep character development, creating
emotionally resonant stories that appealed to wide audiences.

Challenges and Controversies

Industry Challenges

Curtiz navigated the changing landscape of Hollywood, including the studio system's dominance
and the transition from classic to more modern filmmaking styles.

Personal and Professional Struggles

Despite his success, Curtiz faced personal hardships, including health issues and conflicts within the
industry. His intense work ethic sometimes led to tensions with producers and actors.

Accusations and Political Climate

Like many artists of his era, Curtiz's background and associations sometimes attracted scrutiny
during the Red Scare, impacting his career and personal life.

Legacy and Influence in Cinema

Impact on Hollywood Filmmaking

Michael Curtiz's versatile approach and mastery of multiple genres influenced generations of
filmmakers. His ability to blend storytelling with technical innovation set new standards in cinema.

Enduring Films and Cultural Significance

Films like Casablanca have become cultural touchstones, studied and celebrated for their narrative
depth, character archetypes, and technical brilliance.

Honors and Remembrances

Curtiz's contribution to film has been recognized with retrospectives, honors, and continued
scholarly interest. His work remains a staple in film studies curricula worldwide.
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Conclusion: The Enduring Legacy of Michael Curtiz

Michael Curtiz's life in film epitomizes the transformative power of cinema. His journey from
Budapest to Hollywood, marked by artistic innovation and storytelling mastery, left an indelible mark
on the industry. His films continue to inspire filmmakers and entertain audiences, securing his place
as one of the great auteurs of classic cinema. Through his visionary direction, Curtiz demonstrated
how storytelling, combined with technical skill and artistic vision, can create timeless works that
resonate across generations.

SEO Keywords and Phrases:

- Michael Curtiz biography
- Michael Curtiz films
- Casablanca director
- Hollywood history
- Classic cinema
- Director Michael Curtiz achievements
- Best films of Michael Curtiz
- Filmography of Michael Curtiz
- Impact of Michael Curtiz on Hollywood
- Legendary film directors

Meta Description:

Explore the captivating life and legacy of Michael Curtiz, the legendary film director behind classics
like Casablanca and The Adventures of Robin Hood. Discover his journey, style, and lasting
influence on Hollywood cinema.

Call to Action:

If you're a film enthusiast or aspiring filmmaker, delving into Michael Curtiz's life and work offers
invaluable insights into storytelling mastery and cinematic innovation. Watch his films, study his
techniques, and appreciate the artistry that has shaped modern cinema.
 
Michael Curtiz: A Life in Film

Michael Curtiz stands as one of the most prolific and influential filmmakers in Hollywood history, his
career spanning over four decades and producing some of the most enduring classics of the Golden
Age of cinema. An immigrant from Hungary, Curtiz's journey from the European stage to the
pinnacle of American filmmaking exemplifies resilience, artistic versatility, and an unyielding
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commitment to storytelling. His work reflects a mastery of visual style, narrative pacing, and genre
diversity, leaving an indelible mark on cinema that continues to resonate today.

Early Life and European Roots

Born in Budapest and Early Years

Michael Curtiz was born Manó Kaminer on December 24, 1888, in Budapest, Hungary. Growing up
in a culturally rich environment, Curtiz was exposed early to the arts, particularly theater and music,
which sparked his interest in performance and storytelling. His early education and exposure to
European theatrical traditions provided a foundation that would later influence his cinematic style.

Transition to Theater and the Stage

Before venturing into film, Curtiz built a career in Hungarian theater and opera, honing his skills as a
director and actor. His experience in stagecraft imbued him with a keen sense of staging,
composition, and dramatic timing?all of which became hallmarks of his cinematic work. His early
work in European cinema, particularly in Austria and Germany, showcased his technical finesse and
adaptability across genres.

Migration to Hollywood and Early American Films

Arrival in the United States

Curtiz emigrated to the United States in 1926, initially working in the burgeoning Hollywood film
industry. His arrival coincided with a period of rapid technological and stylistic evolution in cinema,
requiring directors to be versatile and innovative. Curtiz quickly established himself as a reliable
craftsman, initially working on B-movies and studio assignments that allowed him to develop his
craft.

Transition to Sound and Silent Films

During the late 1920s, Curtiz adapted seamlessly from silent films to talkies, demonstrating his
mastery of dialogue, pacing, and visual storytelling. His early Hollywood work reflected a European
sensibility combined with Hollywood's commercial demands, positioning him well for future success.

Major Works and Artistic Evolution

Breakthrough with "Captain Blood" (1935)

Curtiz?s breakthrough came with the swashbuckling adventure "Captain Blood," starring Errol Flynn.
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This film established Curtiz?s flair for action, romance, and dynamic visual compositions. Its success
cemented his reputation as a director capable of delivering spectacle and narrative coherence.

Iconic Films and Genre Mastery

Over the next two decades, Curtiz directed a series of genre-defining films, including:

- "The Adventures of Robin Hood" (1938): Celebrated for its vibrant Technicolor visuals and lively
pacing, this film remains a benchmark for adventure cinema.

- "Yankee Doodle Dandy" (1942): A patriotic musical that showcased his versatility in musical and
biographical storytelling.

- "Casablanca" (1942): Arguably his most celebrated work, blending romance, political intrigue,
and moral ambiguity, "Casablanca" has become an enduring symbol of classic Hollywood.

Visual Style and Narrative Techniques

Curtiz?s films are characterized by:

- Dynamic Camera Work: Use of sweeping shots, dramatic angles, and inventive lighting to
heighten emotional impact.

- Efficient Storytelling: Pacing that balances spectacle with character development.
- Color and Lighting: Pioneering use of Technicolor and chiaroscuro to evoke mood and

atmosphere.
- Genre Flexibility: Mastery across adventure, noir, musical, and drama, showcasing his

adaptability.

Challenges and Controversies

Workplace Dynamics and Reputation

Despite his artistic achievements, Curtiz's career was not without controversy. He was known for a
demanding personality, sometimes leading to conflicts with actors and studio executives. Some
contemporaries described him as temperamental, which occasionally affected production dynamics.

Political Climate and Personal Life

As an immigrant and a Jewish artist, Curtiz navigated the complexities of Hollywood?s political
environment during the McCarthy era. Although he was not publicly accused of communist
sympathies, the era's suspicion cast a shadow over many filmmakers of his background.

Published by: www.like2drive.com Page 6 of 15



MICHAEL CURTIZ A LIFE IN FILM Reference Vol. 2023, Issue 1

Legacy and Influence

Impact on Hollywood and World Cinema

Michael Curtiz?s influence extends beyond his films; he helped shape the visual language of
Hollywood adventure and romance genres. His pioneering use of Technicolor in "The Adventures of
Robin Hood" and his mastery of narrative pacing influenced generations of filmmakers.

Recognition and Awards

Curtiz received multiple accolades, including:

- An Academy Award for Best Director for "Casablanca" (1943).
- Several nominations and recognition from industry peers for his craftsmanship.
- His films have been preserved and celebrated as classics, with "Casablanca" consistently

ranked among the greatest films of all time.

Posthumous Recognition and Cultural Impact

Curtiz?s films continue to be studied for their technical innovation and storytelling excellence. His
work remains a touchstone for directors exploring genre filmmaking, visual storytelling, and narrative
clarity.

Conclusion: The Enduring Legacy of Michael Curtiz

Michael Curtiz?s life story is one of resilience, artistic mastery, and unwavering dedication to the
craft of filmmaking. From his European roots to Hollywood?s heights, his films encapsulate a vibrant
era of cinematic history, blending technical innovation with storytelling prowess. His legacy endures
through the timeless quality of his work, inspiring filmmakers and audiences alike. As a director who
mastered the art of spectacle and emotion, Curtiz?s contribution to film is both profound and lasting,
cementing his place among the great auteurs of cinema?s golden age.
 

 QuestionAnswer What is the significance of Michael Curtiz's contribution to classic Hollywood
cinema? Michael Curtiz was a prolific director whose work helped define the Golden Age of
Hollywood, with iconic films like 'Casablanca' and 'The Adventures of Robin Hood,' showcasing his
mastery in storytelling and visual style. How did Michael Curtiz's early life influence his filmmaking
style? Born in Hungary, Curtiz's European background and experiences with diverse film styles
influenced his versatile approach, blending European cinematic techniques with Hollywood
storytelling to create dynamic and engaging films. What are some of Michael Curtiz's most
acclaimed films and why are they considered classics? His most acclaimed films include
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'Casablanca,' 'Yankee Doodle Dandy,' and 'White Christmas.' These films are celebrated for their
compelling narratives, memorable performances, and innovative use of music and cinematography.
How did Michael Curtiz's directing style evolve over his career? Curtiz's style evolved from classical
studio filmmaking to more expressive and dynamic visual storytelling, adapting to technological
advancements and changing audience tastes while maintaining his signature flair for drama and
spectacle. What challenges did Michael Curtiz face during his career in Hollywood? Curtiz faced
challenges such as navigating studio politics, adapting to the transition from silent to sound films,
and maintaining creative control amidst commercial pressures, yet he remained a highly influential
director. Why is Michael Curtiz considered a pivotal figure in film history? He is considered pivotal
due to his ability to craft diverse, engaging films across genres, his influence on film aesthetics, and
his role in shaping the narrative style of classic Hollywood cinema, leaving a lasting legacy in film
history. 

 
Related keywords: Michael Curtiz, film director, Hollywood history, classic films, Casablanca,
Warner Bros, 20th-century cinema, Hungarian filmmakers, filmography, cinematic legacy

wham george me

Wham George Me: A Deep Dive into the Iconic Duo and the Legacy of George Michael

Introduction

Wham George Me is a phrase that instantly evokes memories of the late 1980s pop scene,
combining the name of the legendary British pop duo Wham! with the iconic figure of George
Michael. This connection symbolizes the musical phenomenon that revolutionized pop music during
the 1980s and left an indelible mark on fans worldwide. Understanding the relationship between
Wham! and George Michael, as well as his individual journey, offers valuable insight into the
evolution of pop culture, musical innovation, and the enduring legacy of one of pop's most influential
artists.

The Formation of Wham! and the Rise to Fame

The Origins of Wham!

Wham! was formed in 1981 in London, comprising two talented young artists: George Michael and
Andrew Ridgeley. Their shared passion for music and performance quickly led to the creation of a
vibrant, energetic pop act that combined catchy melodies with relatable lyrics.
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Early Success and Breakthrough Hits

In the early years, Wham! gained popularity with songs that resonated with teenagers and young
adults. Some of their notable early hits include:

- "Wham Rap! (Enjoy What You Do)" (1984): A rebellious anthem that showcased their playful
style.

- "Young Guns (Go for It!)" (1983): Their debut single that established their presence on the UK
charts.

- "Wake Me Up Before You Go-Go" (1984): The song that catapulted them to international fame,
topping charts worldwide.

The Evolution of Wham! and the Solo Ambitions of George Michael

Transition and Growth

By the mid-1980s, Wham! had become one of the leading pop acts globally. Their music evolved
from danceable pop to more mature themes, reflecting their growth as artists and individuals. This
period saw the release of albums like Make It Big (1984), which included hits like "Careless
Whisper" and "Everything She Wants."

The Decision to Part Ways

In 1986, George Michael and Andrew Ridgeley announced that Wham! would disband at the height
of their success. Their farewell concert at Wembley Stadium drew over 72,000 fans, marking the
end of an era but also paving the way for George Michael's solo career.

George Michael: A Solo Artist and Cultural Icon

Solo Debut and Musical Style

George Michael's solo career officially launched with his debut album Faith in 1987, which became a
massive commercial success. The album featured chart-topping singles such as:

- "Faith"
- "Father Figure"
- "One More Try"
- "Monkey"
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Michael's musical style was characterized by a blend of pop, soul, R&B, and gospel influences,
setting him apart from his contemporaries.

Artistic Evolution and Personal Challenges

Throughout his career, George Michael continually evolved, exploring different genres and themes.
His openness about his sexuality, struggles with addiction, and advocacy for social causes made
him a complex and influential figure.

Impact of Wham! and George Michael on Pop Culture

Musical Innovation and Chart Success

- Wham! was among the first Western pop acts to gain significant popularity in Asia and Africa.
- George Michael's songwriting and vocal talent set new standards in pop music.
- His ability to craft memorable hooks combined with heartfelt lyrics contributed to his enduring

appeal.

Social and Cultural Influence

- George Michael's activism, especially regarding LGBTQ+ rights, helped challenge societal
norms.

- His openness about his sexuality in the late 1980s was groundbreaking in the music industry.
- His fashion and style influenced generations of artists and fans.

Legacy and Posthumous Recognition

Awards and Honors

- Multiple Grammy Awards and Brit Awards.
- Induction into the Songwriters Hall of Fame.
- Recognition for his philanthropic efforts and contributions to charities.

Continued Relevance

- His songs remain popular on streaming platforms and radio stations.
- Documentaries and biopics continue to introduce his story to new audiences.
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- The enduring popularity of hits like "Careless Whisper" and "Faith" cements his place in music
history.

Conclusion

The phrase "Wham George Me" encapsulates a pivotal chapter in pop music history, highlighting the
dynamic duo of Wham! and the extraordinary solo career of George Michael. From their energetic
beginnings to their impactful social messages, both Wham! and George Michael have left an
indelible mark on the world of music. Their legacy continues to inspire artists and fans alike,
reminding us of the transformative power of pop culture and the importance of authentic
self-expression.

SEO Keywords for Optimization

- Wham George Me
- George Michael biography
- Wham! band history
- George Michael solo career
- 1980s pop music icons
- Best George Michael songs
- Legacy of Wham! and George Michael
- George Michael activism and social impact
- 1980s music legends
- Pop culture influence of Wham!

 
Wham! George Michael: An In-Depth Investigation into the Life, Career, and Legacy of a Pop Icon

The name Wham! George Michael resonates deeply within the annals of pop music history. As a
duo that defined the 1980s, Wham! and its charismatic frontman George Michael crafted a legacy
characterized by infectious melodies, groundbreaking music videos, and a cultural impact that
endures decades later. This article undertakes a comprehensive exploration of George Michael?s
journey?from his rise to stardom, his artistic evolution, personal struggles, to his lasting influence on
music and society.

Origins and Formation of Wham!: The Birth of a Pop Phenomenon

Early Life and Musical Foundations

George Michael was born Georgios Kyriacos Panayiotou on June 25, 1963, in East Finchley,
London. Growing up in a working-class Greek-Cypriot family, Michael exhibited an early passion for
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music. He attended the Bushey Meads School, where he met future bandmate Andrew Ridgeley.
Their shared interest in pop and soul laid the groundwork for what would become Wham!

Formation of Wham! and Breakthrough

In 1981, Michael and Ridgeley officially formed Wham!, initially performing at school events and
local venues. Their big break came with the release of their debut album, Fantastic (1983), which
featured hit singles like "Young Guns (Go for It!)". Their energetic style, combined with catchy hooks
and vibrant visuals, quickly captured the UK youth market.

The duo?s breakout came with their second album, Make It Big (1984), which propelled them onto
the international stage. Hits such as "Wake Me Up Before You Go-Go," "Careless Whisper," and
"Last Christmas" became chart-toppers, establishing Wham! as one of the preeminent pop acts of
the 1980s.

The Artistic Evolution of George Michael

From Pop Sensation to Artistic Auteur

While Wham! was celebrated for its upbeat, danceable hits, George Michael?s artistic ambitions
extended beyond the bubblegum pop image. His songwriting matured, revealing deeper emotional
layers and social commentary.

Key milestones in his artistic development include:

- Solo debut with Faith (1987): A genre-blending album that showcased his versatility?mixing pop,
rock, gospel, and R&B.

- Iconic singles like "Faith," "Father Figure," and "One More Try" demonstrated his ability to craft
timeless ballads and dance tracks with lyrical depth.

- His willingness to experiment with different sounds and production techniques set him apart
from contemporaries.

Notable Collaborations and Artistic Risks

George Michael?s collaborations further underscored his artistic range:

- Duet with Aretha Franklin on "I Knew You Were Waiting (For Me)"
- Working with Elton John, Queen?s Freddie Mercury, and others
- Producing and writing for other artists

Published by: www.like2drive.com Page 12 of 15



MICHAEL CURTIZ A LIFE IN FILM Reference Vol. 2023, Issue 1

His openness to exploring themes of sexuality, identity, and social issues marked a significant shift
in pop music?s cultural landscape.

Controversies and Personal Struggles

Public Scrutiny and Legal Issues

George Michael?s career was not without controversy. His sexuality became a topic of media
fascination, culminating in a 1998 arrest for lewd conduct in a public restroom. This incident sparked
intense media scrutiny but also contributed to ongoing conversations about sexuality and privacy.

Additionally, Michael faced substance abuse issues and struggled with mental health challenges.
These personal struggles occasionally impacted his career trajectory and public image.

Impact of Personal Life on Artistic Persona

Despite adversity, Michael?s honesty about his struggles resonated with fans and added layers of
authenticity to his artistry. His openness about sexuality and personal growth helped foster a more
inclusive and accepting cultural climate.

The Legacy of George Michael and Wham!

Influence on Pop Music and Society

George Michael?s influence extends far beyond his chart success:

- Pioneered a more soulful, authentic approach to pop music
- Inspired future generations of artists like Bruno Mars, Sam Smith, and Harry Styles
- Contributed to destigmatizing discussions around sexuality and mental health

Enduring Hits and Cultural Moments

Wham!?s festive hit "Last Christmas" remains a perennial holiday favorite, while "Wake Me Up
Before You Go-Go" continues to be emblematic of 1980s pop exuberance.

Michael?s solo work also left an indelible mark, with songs like "Freedom! '90" serving as anthems
of liberation and self-acceptance.

Posthumous Recognition and Honors
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Following his death on December 25, 2016, at age 53, tributes poured in from fans, fellow artists,
and public figures. Posthumous honors include:

- Induction into the Songwriters Hall of Fame
- Multiple Grammy nominations and awards
- Legacy as a trailblazer for LGBTQ+ visibility in mainstream media

Critical Reception and Cultural Significance

Music Critics? Perspectives

While some critics initially viewed Wham! as light pop, over time, George Michael?s artistry
garnered respect for its depth and craftsmanship. His ability to blend commercial appeal with
meaningful content cemented his status as a serious artist.

Societal Impact

Michael?s openness about sexuality, mental health, and social issues challenged societal taboos,
contributing to greater acceptance and dialogue. His career exemplifies the power of pop music as a
vehicle for personal and social expression.

Conclusion: The Enduring Legacy of Wham! George Michael

The story of Wham! George Michael is one of meteoric rise, artistic reinvention, and resilience. From
their infectious pop anthems to Michael?s soulful ballads, his influence is woven into the fabric of
modern music. Despite personal struggles and media scrutiny, his legacy endures as a beacon of
authenticity, creativity, and social progress.

As new generations discover his music, George Michael?s impact continues to grow, affirming his
place among the most influential figures in pop history. His journey reminds us that true artistry lies
in authentic self-expression and the courage to challenge societal norms.

In Memoriam, George Michael remains a symbol of musical excellence and personal bravery?a pop
icon whose legacy will resonate for decades to come.
 

 QuestionAnswer Who is George from Wham, and what is his significance in music history?
George Michael was a British singer, songwriter, and record producer who gained fame as part of
the duo Wham! before establishing a successful solo career. He is regarded as one of the most
influential pop artists of the 1980s and 1990s. What are some of George Michael's most popular
songs with Wham!? Some of George Michael's most popular songs with Wham! include "Wake Me
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Up Before You Go-Go," "Last Christmas," "Careless Whisper," and "Freedom". How did George
Michael's career evolve after his time with Wham!? After Wham!, George Michael launched a highly
successful solo career, releasing hits like "Faith," "Father Figure," and "One More Try," and became
known for his distinctive voice, songwriting talent, and advocacy for LGBTQ+ rights. What impact did
George Michael have on pop culture and music? George Michael is credited with influencing pop
music with his soulful voice, catchy songwriting, and willingness to address social issues. He also
broke barriers by being open about his sexuality and challenging norms within the industry. Are
there any recent updates or tributes related to George Michael and Wham!? In recent years, there
have been numerous tributes to George Michael, including concerts, documentaries, and memorials
honoring his legacy. Fans and artists continue to celebrate his contributions to music. What are
some lesser-known facts about George Michael and Wham!? A lesser-known fact is that George
Michael co-wrote many of Wham!'s hits and was involved in the production process early in his
career. Additionally, he was known for his philanthropy and support for various charitable causes.
Where can I find the latest news about George Michael and Wham!? The latest news can be found
on entertainment news websites, official social media pages dedicated to George Michael's legacy,
and music industry updates. 

 
Related keywords: Wham, George Michael, pop music, 1980s, London, singer, songwriter, music
duo, hit songs, music industry
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