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Durock mobile home skirting is an essential component for enhancing the durability, aesthetics,
and insulation of mobile homes. Skirting serves as a protective barrier that encloses the underside
of a mobile home, shielding it from the elements, pests, and debris. Durock, a brand known for its
durable and high-quality cement board products, has gained popularity among homeowners and
contractors looking for reliable skirting solutions. This article provides an in-depth exploration of
Durock mobile home skirting, including its benefits, installation processes, maintenance tips, and
how it compares to other skirting materials.

Understanding Mobile Home Skirting

What Is Mobile Home Skirting?

Mobile home skirting is a material barrier installed around the perimeter of a mobile home, covering
the open space between the ground and the bottom of the home. It plays multiple roles:

- Protection from weather elements such as wind, rain, and snow
- Prevention of pests and rodents from entering underneath
- Improved aesthetics, giving the home a finished appearance
- Enhanced insulation, helping to regulate indoor temperatures
- Facilitation of access to utilities and plumbing systems underneath the home

Common Skirting Materials

Various materials are used for mobile home skirting, each with its advantages and disadvantages:

- Vinyl
- Metal (aluminum or steel)
- Concrete or cement board (including Durock)
- Wood or composite panels
- Brick or stone veneer

Why Choose Durock for Mobile Home Skirting?

What Is Durock?
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Durock is a brand of cementitious backer board manufactured by USG Corporation. It is widely
recognized for its strength, durability, and resistance to moisture, making it an ideal choice for
various construction applications, including bathroom walls, floors, and skirting.

Advantages of Durock Skirting

Choosing Durock for mobile home skirting offers numerous benefits:

- Exceptional Durability: Durock is highly resistant to impacts, cracking, and warping, ensuring a
long-lasting barrier.

- Moisture Resistance: Its cement-based composition makes it impervious to water, reducing
the risk of mold and rot.

- Fire Resistance: Durock is non-combustible, providing enhanced safety.
- Insulation Benefits: When installed properly, it can improve thermal insulation, lowering energy

costs.
- Easy to Customize: Durock panels can be cut, painted, or textured to match aesthetic

preferences.

Installing Durock Mobile Home Skirting

Preparation Before Installation

Proper preparation ensures the longevity and effectiveness of the skirting:

- Clear the area around the mobile home and remove any debris.
- Inspect the foundation and make repairs as needed.
- Measure the perimeter accurately to determine the amount of Durock panels required.
- Ensure the ground is level and stable; install a gravel base if necessary for drainage.

Tools and Materials Needed

Before starting, gather the following:

- Durock cement board panels
- Measuring tape and level
- Power saw with a carbide-tipped blade or masonry blade
- Drill and screws suitable for cement board
- Construction adhesive (optional)
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- Sealant or waterproofing membrane
- Protective gear: gloves, goggles, dust mask

Step-by-Step Installation Process

The installation involves several key steps:

- Measuring and Cutting: Measure the length of each section and cut Durock panels
accordingly. Use a carbide blade for clean cuts.

- Preparing the Surface: Ensure the base surface is clean and dry.
- Attaching Panels: Secure the panels to the foundation or frame using corrosion-resistant

screws, spacing them approximately 16 inches apart.
- Sealing Joints: Apply waterproof sealant or tape over seams to prevent water infiltration.
- Finishing Touches: Paint or texture the panels if desired for aesthetic consistency.

Maintenance and Durability of Durock Skirting

Regular Inspection

Routine inspections can identify potential issues early:

- Check for cracks or damage to panels.
- Ensure sealants and joints remain intact and reseal if necessary.
- Look for signs of water infiltration or mold growth.

Cleaning and Repairs

Maintenance involves:

- Cleaning panels with a mild detergent and water to remove dirt and debris.
- Replacing damaged panels promptly to prevent further issues.
- Touching up paint or sealant to maintain aesthetics and waterproofing.

Longevity Expectations

With proper installation and maintenance, Durock skirting can last over 20 years, providing a
cost-effective and durable solution.
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Comparing Durock Skirting to Other Materials

Vinyl vs. Durock

While vinyl skirting is lightweight and easy to install, Durock offers superior durability, moisture
resistance, and fire safety. Vinyl may warp or crack over time, whereas Durock maintains structural
integrity longer.

Metal vs. Durock

Metal skirting is resistant to pests and impact but can dent or rust if not properly coated. Durock
resists rust and corrosion inherently and is less prone to denting.

Concrete or Masonry vs. Durock

Solid concrete or brick veneer provides excellent durability and aesthetic appeal but is heavier and
more expensive. Durock strikes a balance between strength and ease of installation.

Cost Considerations

Pricing Factors

The cost of Durock skirting depends on:

- Size of the area to be covered
- Thickness and type of Durock panels used
- Additional materials such as screws, sealants, and paint
- Labor costs if hiring professionals

Cost-Benefit Analysis

While Durock might have a higher upfront cost compared to vinyl or metal, its durability and low
maintenance requirements can lead to savings over time.

Environmental and Safety Considerations

Environmental Impact

Durock is made from cement, which has a significant environmental footprint during manufacturing.
However, its longevity reduces the need for replacement, making it a sustainable choice over time.
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Safety Tips

Ensure proper handling of cement panels:

- Use personal protective equipment during installation
- Properly dispose of dust and debris
- Follow manufacturer guidelines for safe installation

Conclusion

Durock mobile home skirting combines strength, durability, and aesthetic flexibility, making it an
excellent choice for homeowners seeking a long-term solution to enclose and protect the underside
of their mobile homes. Its resistance to moisture, impact, and fire enhances safety and reduces
maintenance costs. Proper installation and routine maintenance can maximize the lifespan of
Durock skirting, ensuring that your mobile home remains protected, energy-efficient, and visually
appealing for decades. When considering skirting options, evaluating the specific needs of your
mobile home, budget, and desired aesthetics will help determine if Durock is the optimal material for
your project.
 
Durock mobile home skirting is an essential component in maintaining the structural integrity,
aesthetic appeal, and energy efficiency of manufactured homes. As a popular choice among
homeowners and builders alike, Durock offers durability, moisture resistance, and ease of
installation, making it a go-to material for skirting applications. Whether you're replacing old skirting
or installing new, understanding the nuances of Durock mobile home skirting can help you make
informed decisions that enhance your home's value and longevity.

Understanding Mobile Home Skirting: Why It Matters

Mobile home skirting refers to the panels or materials that enclose the space beneath a
manufactured home. It serves multiple functions:

- Protection from Elements: Shields the undercarriage from wind, rain, snow, and pests.
- Energy Efficiency: Insulation reduces heat loss, helping to maintain stable indoor temperatures.
- Aesthetic Appeal: Provides a finished look, hiding undercarriage components and wiring.
- Structural Support: Adds stability to the home?s foundation and can deter animals or pests from

entering.

Choosing the right material for skirting is crucial due to these roles. Durock, a type of cement board,
has gained popularity because of its durability and resistance to environmental factors.
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What Is Durock and Why Is It Suitable for Mobile Home Skirting?

What Is Durock?

Durock is a brand of cement-based backer board made primarily of Portland cement, aggregate,
and sometimes fiberglass mesh. It is primarily used in tile installations and as a backing for various
wall and floor applications. Its composition makes it highly resistant to moisture, mold, and pests.

Why Durock Is Ideal for Mobile Home Skirting

- Moisture Resistance: Unlike wood or vinyl, Durock doesn?t rot or warp when exposed to
moisture.

- Durability: It withstands impacts, heavy winds, and temperature fluctuations.
- Fire Resistance: Provides a level of fire protection, which adds to home safety.
- Pest Resistance: Unlike wood, Durock doesn?t attract pests such as termites or rodents.
- Ease of Maintenance: Requires minimal upkeep once installed properly.

Types of Durock Skirting Panels for Mobile Homes

While Durock is typically available as cement board sheets, there are variations suited for skirting:

Standard Cement Board Panels

- Dimensions: Usually 3' x 5' sheets, with thickness ranging from 1/4 inch to 1/2 inch.
- Surface: Smooth or textured, depending on the manufacturer.
- Finish: Can be painted or coated for additional aesthetics.

Prefabricated Durock Skirting Panels

- Features: Often come with aluminum or vinyl trim edges for easier installation.
- Design: May include vents or access panels integrated into the design.
- Advantages: Faster installation and uniform appearance.

Customizable Durock Panels

- Can be cut and shaped on-site to fit unique home dimensions or designs.
- Often used when specific styles are desired or for retrofit projects.
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Installation Considerations for Durock Mobile Home Skirting

Proper installation is critical to maximize the benefits of Durock skirting. Here?s a comprehensive
guide to the process:

- Preparation

- Assess the Site: Check for uneven ground, debris, or existing damage.
- Gather Materials: Durock panels, framing or support structures, fasteners, sealants, and tools.
- Ensure Permits: Some jurisdictions require permits for skirting installation.

- Foundation and Framing

- Build a Support Frame: Use pressure-treated wood or metal supports to create a level and
sturdy base.

- Ventilation: Install vents to allow airflow and prevent moisture buildup.

- Cutting and Fitting Panels

- Measure Precisely: Measure the height and width of each section.
- Cut Panels: Use a carbide-tipped saw or utility knife for scoring and snapping panels.
- Dry Fit: Test panels before securing to ensure proper fit.

- Securing the Panels

- Fasteners: Use corrosion-resistant screws or nails suitable for cement board.
- Spacing: Typically, fasteners are spaced every 8-12 inches along the edges and center.
- Alignment: Keep panels level and flush for a seamless appearance.

- Sealing and Finishing
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- Joint Taping: Apply fiberglass mesh tape over joints to prevent cracking.
- Sealants: Use appropriate exterior-grade sealant or caulk around edges and penetrations.
- Painting or Coating: Apply a weatherproof paint or coating if desired for aesthetics and

additional protection.

Maintenance and Longevity of Durock Skirting

Durock skirting offers long-term durability, but some maintenance practices can extend its lifespan:

- Regular Inspections: Check for cracks, chips, or signs of damage after severe weather.
- Cleaning: Sweep or wash panels to remove dirt and debris.
- Repainting: Reapply paint or sealant as needed to maintain appearance and protection.
- Repair Damaged Sections: Replace or patch any compromised panels promptly to prevent

moisture intrusion.

Advantages and Disadvantages of Using Durock for Mobile Home Skirting

Advantages

- High Durability: Resistant to impacts, weather, and pests.
- Low Maintenance: Requires minimal upkeep.
- Enhanced Safety: Fire-resistant properties add an extra layer of safety.
- Aesthetic Flexibility: Can be painted or finished to match home exterior.

Disadvantages

- Weight: Durock panels are heavy, making installation physically demanding and potentially
requiring multiple people or equipment.

- Cost: Initially more expensive than vinyl or plastic skirting.
- Installation Complexity: Requires precise cutting and securing, which might necessitate

professional help.
- Potential for Cracking: Though durable, improper installation or ground movement can cause

cracking over time.

Cost Considerations and Budgeting

The overall cost of Durock mobile home skirting includes materials, labor, and finishing:

Published by: www.like2drive.com Page 8 of 10



durock mobile home skirting Complete Guide Vol. 2021, Issue 12

- Material Costs: Durock panels typically range from $10 to $20 per panel (~$2 to $4 per square
foot).

- Installation Costs: Professional installation can cost between $500 and $2,000 depending on
home size and complexity.

- Additional Expenses: Sealants, fasteners, framing, and tools.

While the upfront investment is higher compared to vinyl or plastic skirting, Durock?s longevity and
low maintenance can result in cost savings over time.

Environmental and Sustainability Aspects

Durock cement board is considered environmentally friendly because:

- Longevity: Long-lasting, reducing the need for replacement.
- Recyclability: Cement boards can often be recycled at the end of their lifespan.
- Energy Efficiency: When properly installed with insulation, it can improve your home?s energy

profile.

However, it?s important to consider transportation emissions and the embodied energy of cement
manufacturing.

Final Tips for Choosing Durock Mobile Home Skirting

- Consult Professionals: For accurate measurements and installation, especially for large or
complex projects.

- Check Local Regulations: Ensure compliance with building codes and HOA guidelines.
- Plan for Ventilation: Adequate airflow prevents moisture issues.
- Consider Aesthetic Options: Use paints or finishes to match your home?s exterior style.
- Budget Accordingly: Factor in all costs and potential maintenance.

Conclusion

Durock mobile home skirting stands out as a robust, durable, and low-maintenance option for
enclosing and protecting your manufactured home?s undercarriage. Its moisture and pest
resistance, coupled with its fire safety features, make it a practical choice for homeowners seeking
longevity and peace of mind. While the initial costs and installation requirements may be higher than
other materials, the benefits in durability, safety, and aesthetic appeal often justify the investment.
Proper installation, routine maintenance, and informed material choices can ensure your Durock
skirting remains a reliable and attractive feature of your home for years to come.
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 QuestionAnswer What are the benefits of using Durock for mobile home skirting? Durock offers

durability, weather resistance, and fireproof properties, making it an excellent choice for mobile
home skirting that lasts longer and provides added protection. Is Durock skirting easy to install on a
mobile home? Yes, Durock panels are designed for straightforward installation with proper tools and
techniques, though it?s recommended to follow manufacturer instructions or consult a professional
for best results. Can Durock skirting be painted or finished after installation? Yes, Durock can be
painted or finished with appropriate coatings to match your home?s aesthetic, but ensure the
surface is properly prepared before applying any paint or finish. How does Durock skirting compare
to other materials like vinyl or metal? Durock offers superior durability, fire resistance, and insulation
properties compared to vinyl or metal, but may be heavier and require more effort to install. Is
Durock skirting suitable for all climates? Yes, Durock?s weather-resistant properties make it suitable
for various climates, including humid, cold, and hot environments, providing long-term protection.
What maintenance is required for Durock mobile home skirting? Minimal maintenance is needed;
periodic cleaning and inspections for cracks or damage are recommended to ensure longevity and
performance. Where can I purchase Durock panels for mobile home skirting? Durock panels are
available at most home improvement stores, building materials suppliers, and online retailers
specializing in construction and skirting materials. 
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